POWER    AND    TERROR

It was a dreadful situation. He felt himself too old
to fight. Besides, it might be best, perhaps, as it was,
although every day complaints came in from his circle
of friends. Hugenberg's position was not so safe ;
German Nationalists had been imprisoned, even
Stahlhelm men, although he, Hindenburg, himself was
honorary president of this organization. The Reich-
stag fire, too, looked suspicious. He had wanted
himself to capture and tame Hitler ; for this purpose
he had put von Papen over Goring as first commissary
in Prussia, But now things were changed and the
Nazi Party was master of him, the President of the
Reich.

Industry now set all its hopes on Hitler. Even the
Reichswehr began to lean towards Nazism. If only
,he had listened to Schleicher ! Now it was too late.
A few days ago he had been speaking with Hitler in
the presence of Reichswehr officers and had then come
into contact with the generals. He guaranteed them
all their rights, promised them promotion, and showed
himself full of understanding for all their wishes.
But Hindenburg was too old to act. He had enjoyed
life to the full and really wished nothing more for
himself than a peaceful evening to his life. Oskar
and Meissner well knew what they had done.
Moreover, later on things would have to go on without
him.

The terror was certainly a dreadful thing, but it
had been necessary also during the war. The Jewish
persecutions ? He was against them, but he had no
Crish to begin a fight for this small minority. He let
things go as they would. He already felt his end
drawing nigh. It was now the young men's turn to